
ACTION ALERT: 
Madagascar in Urgent Political, Environmental, and Economic Crisis

In March 2009, a military coup d’état deposed Madagascar’s democratically elected 
President, Marc Ravalomanana, and led to the installation of a self-appointed regime 
headed by the former mayor of the capital city, Andry Rajoelina.  The Rajoelina regime 
has abolished the elected Parliament, intimidated members of the judiciary, closed 
independent media outlets, jailed opposition leaders, and harassed human rights 
advocates, including church leaders.  Many political and religious leaders have fled the 
country or undergone periods of hiding for safety reasons. A pastor of PC(USA)’s 
partner church in Madagascar, the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar (FJKM) was 
killed when security forces fired on civilians on 20 May 2010.  The de facto 
government has participated in multiparty peace negotiations brokered by the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC), but has ignored the accords signed.

For the last 18 months, poverty has deepened and corruption increased.  Madagascar 
is now one of the ten nations most beset with hunger.  Madagascar’s national parks 
have been systemically violated to cut precious woods for export to China. Hunting, 
the exotic pet trade and unprecedented habitat loss have all placed the country’s 
unique wildlife in great jeopardy.  China and Iran have been eager to gain access to 
Madagascar’s mineral wealth – including uranium and oil.

On 17 November 2010, a group of military officers rose up in opposition to the de 
facto government, calling on Rajoelina to step down.  Subsequently, former president 
Albert Zafy and the Association of Mayors also called for the de facto government to 
step down.  On 20 November the uprising was put down by force and the president of 
the Association of Mayors arrested.

The military uprising occurred on the same day that the regime held a referendum on a 
new Constitution of its own creation. The regime had announced plans to
hold local and national government elections later this year and early next year.  It 
remains unclear what impact, if any, recent events will have on that timetable.  
Opponents of the regime had urged a boycott of the referendum, having rejected any 
election process managed by the very people who seized power by force and quashed 
Madagascar’s democratic institutions.  Although the international community, 
including the United States, has criticized the Rajoelina regime’s sham democracy, a 
more vigorous response is urgently needed to persuade the Rajoelina regime to 
abandon its unilateral approach and respect the results of multilateral negotiations.

What you can do:

Please pray for Madagascar, the Malagasy people, and a just and peaceful resolution to 
the crisis.

Please contact your members of Congress to express your concern about the suffering 
of the Malagasy people.  Ask them to insist that the State Department intensify its 
efforts to halt human rights violations, to avert economic collapse and environmental 
catastrophe, and to ensure that the Malagasy people can elect leaders of their own 
choosing.



In addition to contacting your own Representative and Senators, please also contact 
key officials on the subcommittees that deal with African Affairs in the House and 
Senate.  You may also wish to contact the State Department directly.

Official Position Aide Telephone
Sen. Russell Feingold 
(D-WI)

Chair, Subcommittee on African Affairs Peter Quaranto 202-224-5323

Sen. Johnny Isakson 
(R-GA)

Ranking Minority, Subcommittee on African 
Affairs

Houston Ernst 202-224-3643

Rep. Donald Payne 
(D-NJ)

Chair, Subcommittee on Africa and Global 
Health

Eugene Herring 202-226-7812

Rep. Christopher 
Smith (R-NJ)

Ranking Minority, Subcommittee on Africa 
and Global Health

Sheri Rickert 202-226-4925

Mr. Karl Wycoff Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs

Sybil Johnson 202-647-1818

Ms. Marisa Cohrs State Dept Country Officer for Madagascar 202-647-5922

Telephone calls and hand-written notes from constituents typically have the most 
impact on members of Congress (see attached sample letter).  If you are calling and 
you are not able to speak to a member directly, you may wish to ask to speak to the 
aide responsible for African Affairs.  Letters to your members of Congress may be sent 
to:
United States House of Representatives  or  United States Senate
Washington, DC 20515      Washington, DC 20510

Letters to Deputy Assistant Secretary Wycoff may be sent to Bureau of African Affairs, 
Room 6234A, US Department of State, 2201 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20520.
 
In your calls and correspondence, please ask government officials to support 
democracy and human rights in Madagascar and to take action to stop environmental 
destruction.  In particular, you may wish to urge US officials to: 

• Speak out against human rights violations in Madagascar, including the 
suppression of the rights of freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and fair 
trial.

• Intensify pressure on the Rajoelina regime to respect human rights by, among 
other mechanisms, imposing targeted sanctions – including a travel ban and an 
asset freeze – on officials of the regime in line with the African Union’s 
recommendation.

• Denounce any election process proposed or initiated unilaterally by any 
particular faction, including the timetable announced by the Rajoelina regime;

• Work for a global moratorium on the sale of arms and the provision of military 
assistance to the Rajoelina regime.

• Decry the involvement of members of the Rajoelina regime in the removal and 
export of rare and precious woods from Madagascar’s national parks.

• Ensure rigorous enforcement of the Lacey Act prohibiting the importation of 
illegally logged timber and support action against companies in China and 
elsewhere involved in the exploitation of such wood.



• Act rapidly to prevent the Rajoelina regime from ceding Madagascar’s mineral 
wealth, including uranium, to Iran and China without transparent mining 
contracts or effective mechanisms to assure that the people will benefit 
appropriately.

In addition, please express appreciation for Deputy Assistant Secretary Wycoff’s 
November 2nd declaration in Antananarivo, which condemned the newly appointed 
“transitional” parliament and rejected the Rajoelina’s proposed election timetable as 
“insufficiently democratic and consensual”.

- 20 November 2010, Madagascar Mission Network


